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the monks discourse *of settled things/ Then they
relapse by degrees into the depths of thought, and
when darkness has fallen and all is quiet, one after
another each man slips quietly away to his own hut-
It is an extraordinary combination of freedom and
society, of the ideals of the hermitage and of the
monastery. It may be that it gives us a glimpse of
the monastic conditions of the Thebaid, but in.
modem times it could certainly be paralleled no-
where outside India. The sadabraias in the little
town close by are another institution that correspond
to nothing in foreign countries. Here the sadhus
daily receive their rations of food, some cooked and
some uncooked. For it is a mistake to think that
those who have taken up the life of the sannyasin
can study and think, without a certain amount of
bodily nourishment. Our selfishness may make us
eager to preach such an ideal, but it will always be
for others to realise ? At the same rime the sada"
bratas relieve the monks of the dishonour of
becoming beggars, and the community of the
scandal of a disorderly burden. These, in their
present high organisation and development, owe a.
great deal to the life and work of Kamliwala Bab&,
one of the national heroes whose name is known
too little, outside monastic ranks. By his labours,
the Northern Pilgrimage has been rendered avail-
able, for the thousands of pilgrims who now pass
along it, and it is to be hoped that in the movement
now going on for the recovery of biographies, his